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Abuse of a dominant position on 

the oncological products market 

in Romania 

After conducting an assessment of the Romanian 

pharmaceutical market, the Romanian Competi-

tion Council (RCC) has concluded that the degree 

of penetration of cheap generic drugs in Romania 

is comparatively lower than it is in other EU mem-

ber states, although such drugs are at least 35% 

cheaper than their innovative variants. 

A French manufacturer on the Romanian market 

was fined EUR 12,857,897 for its abuse of a do-

minant position on the market for oncological pro-

ducts in Romania. The following irregularities 

were identified by the RCC: 

For the period 2017˗2019, the manufacturer in 

question, which produces drugs containing Ritu-

ximab and Trastuzumab used in the treatment of 

chronic lymphocytic leukaemia, breast cancer, 

ovarian cancer, renal cancer, etc., implemented a 

commercial strategy aiming to eliminate competi-

tion in public tenders and delaying the entry of si-

milar drugs on the market, mainly when participa-

ting in centralized public procurement in the nati-

onal oncology program and in 47 public procure-

ments at hospital level. 

Although the manufacturer was selling such 

drugs to its distributors to avoid a monopoly, the 

price offered to distributors was higher than the 

price used in public procurement tenders and by 

acting in this way (i) it eliminated competition (in-

cluding that of its distributors) in public tenders, 

and (ii) it delayed and hindered access to similar 

drugs competing with its products, which could 

have been provided by its competitors (including 

its distributors). The national budget allocated for 

the national oncology program was affected, 

whereas biosimilar alternatives could have been 

bought with savings of approx. EUR 7.1 million to 

the budget for the national oncology program. 

The French manufacturer was fined EUR 9.47 

million for anti-competitive behaviour. 

For the period 2017˗2019, the same manufactu-

rer, which also produces drugs containing Erloti-

nib used in the treatment of lung and pancreatic 

cancer, implemented a commercial strategy 

aiming to prevent the sale of cheaper, competing 

drugs containing the same substance. 

The manufacturer referred patients to its products 

through its Patient Card and its Call Centre and 

covered the price difference with additional 

amounts from the state budget, by limiting other 

patients’ access to the drug. An additional LEI 2 

million was allocated for the price settlement of 

the respective drugs. The manufacturer was fined 

EUR 3,387,688 for behaving in this way. 

The President of the RCC pointed out the need to 

focus on the development and introduction of new 

and more efficient drugs on the Romanian mar-

ket, which may bring improvements to patients. 
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